
 
 

Feed Leeds Minutes: September 23rd 2019 – Meanwood Valley Urban Farm 
  
Present: Tom Bliss (Chair and minutes), Paul Ackroyd (formerly The Arium, MVUF), Adam Ogilvie 
(MVUF Chief Exec), Cllr Ann Forsaith (Green Party), Sue Ottley-Hughes (Friends of Stank Hall Barn), 
Sonja Woodcock (Leeds Food Partnership etc), Paul Magnall (Rainbow Junction / Leeds Rotters), 
Rosie Atkins (Leeds Rotters, LESSN and Kirkstall Valley Farm), Siobhan Jennings (née O'Mahony, 
LCC Healthy Schools), Martin Hemingway, Green Party (former Cllr), Ben Fisher (Grow Wild, Kew) 
 
Apologies: Joe Foster (Leeds Allotments Federation), Helen Butt (Leeds Rotters), Cllr Stewart Golton 

 
LESSN: Growing Food and Gardening through the Curriculum. 
 
The meeting discussed the detail of our next event on the 18th Oct, entitled "The Pumpkin Rescue 
Training – Food Waste, Composting & Climate Change." This will feature Sonja on the cimate 
emergency and the impact of food waste on the climate, followed by a workshop with Sonja and 
Steve Ruse on how schools create waste and what can be done about this. Then there will be a tour 
of the farm, with a Q&A session with Paul Magnall and Ben Lawson on composting at the compost 
area, then a final indoor session looking at relevant campaigns (including upcoming Leeds Rotters 
workshops, see below, Ben Fisher by video from Kew on the Endevour campaign, ProVeg and more), 
and finally an opportunity for schools to make pledges around food waste. 
 

"What's scarier than witches, ghosts and ghouls at Halloween?  
How about the 18,000 tonnes of edible pumpkin that ends up in the bin each year?  

That's the same weight as 1,500 double decker buses!" 
 

Contact Siobhan.O'Mahony@leeds.gov.uk to book a place. 
 

 



Schools need to pay to attend, but we do find this increases numbers as Heads see the event as having 
more value, and so permit or encourage attendance.  

 
Adam to check that Ben Lawson will be available on the 18th Oct [Done]. Siobhan to link promotion 
with Veg Cities via Sonja. 
 
Leeds Rotters 
 
NB the Leeds Rotters Wheelie Workshop will NOT now be taking place on the same afternoon as 
the LESSN event. 
 
 

 
 
The Wheelie Workshop at the farm scheduled for the 18th has been postponed for logistical 
reasons. We now plan to hold two, budgets and other issues permitting. 
 
The first will hopefully be on the 1st of Nov at the farm, and the second on the 2nd of Nov at All 
Hallows / Rainbow Junction - both dates TBC. The farm workshop will be as originally planned, and 
the All Hallows one will also feature pumpkin cooking. Both events will require public liablilty 
insurance, something Feed Leeds does not currently have and Leeds Rotters will find impossible to 
secure without a constitution or bank account. So it was resolved that Feed Leeds (who are anyway 
the legally responsible for the disbursal of the funding on behalf of Leeds Rotters) should use a 
minimal sum to secure insurance on behalf of Rotters. Tom advised that this will mean that the co-
management agreement may persist for longer than originally intended so that future Rotters 
events can continue to benefit from the insurance, the benefit being that other events involving 
other groups would be covered. It also needs to be be considered whether Feed Leeds will wish to 
persist with the insurance in future years, and if so where funding for this might come from. 
 
Actions: Rosie to research and secure cheapest insurance [ongoing] - suggestions include RHS (liaise 
with Sarah-Jane), TCV (liaise with John Preston or as advised by Ben Fisher), birnbeckinsurance.co.uk 
(via Paul/Sarah A) or whoever Urban Harvest use (via Paul M). Sonja to clarify the list of parts to be 
bought (with Mark if necessary). Paul M to share source for Mark's original list with Sonja. Paul M to 
check with Emily that the kitchens at All Hallows are available on the 2nd [done]. Martin to check his 



availability to lead on All Hallows cooking. Paul A to check availability of power in the Farm barn 
[done, it is]. Adam to advise Sue re change of date.  
 
LCC Biodiversity Group 
 
Ann reported on this group's purpose, and suggested the brief might be changed to Land Use to 
allow a multifuntional approach that would include the values associated with trees and food 
production. Tom has shared the UBOC i-Tree report re carbon, pollution and flooding with Ann for 
the benefit of that group. Ben to liaise with Ann re Kew advice etc. 
 
Leeds 2023 
 
Sarah Priestley set up a meeting on the 20th of Sept for Tom and Sonja with Sara Robinson who is 
collecting information on networks in Leeds. This was very productive and it allowed us to present 
ideas on how the festival can link arts with green spaces and food, and so deliver lasting outcomes. 
Tom then met Ruth Pitt (Chair) for the same purpose on the 23rd. This meeting also went extremely 
well (they used to work together at Yorkshire TV). It's now clear that food, green space activity and 
climate issues lie firmly at the heart of the festival, offering multiple opportunutues for all FL 
member groups. Tom is helping the charity to frame its environmental policy, and, ideally, join the 
Leeds Climate Commission, so will be keeping in close touch. 
 
Meanwood Valley Urban Farm 
 
Adam reported that it will be the Farm's 40th anniversary next year, and that plans are afoot for a 
year long sequence of events and activities. The group offered a number of suggestions, including 
inviting Isabella Tree (of Wilding). Tom menitoned this to Ruth Pitt at his meeting with her and 
suggested that the farm would make an ideal venue for environmentally focused events in the run-
up to 2023. 
 
New Chapeltown Growing Project 
 
We understand that progress is being made.   
 
Grow Wild (Kew Gardens) 
 
Ben is running a large youth event on Thursday 3rd Oct 11-3pm at Open Source Arts LS3 1JL, for 
which he'd be glad of a Feed Leeds presence. We suggested he might contact Sarah-Jane as there 
would be a good fit with RHS, and this would also tick the FL box as well.  
 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/jun/28/wilding-isabella-tree-review-farm-return-nature


 
'Young people are leading the way in taking action to make our world better. This event is for 
professionals and volunteers who want to address environmental issues in their youth work, or who 
aspire to involve more young people in their environmental action. We'll hear from youth-led projects 
and youth-focused organizations about some of key issues, including conservation, climate change 
and plastic waste. There will be workshops for attendees to find ideas and resources available both in 
Yorkshire and more widely to support more youth social action. This event is open to all groups who 
support young people, whether they work in the environmental sector already or are just keen to find 
out more. Email Ben on b.fisher@kew.org for more information. 
 
Sign up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/green-your-youth-work-supporting-more-youth-action-for-
nature-tickets-68262209105 
 
Friends of Stank Hall Barn 
 
Stank Hall Barn was able to go ahead with a successful if slightly smaller event than planned last 
weekend, in spite of a last minute cancellation by LCC, following a social media campaign and 
appeals to council members. Funds for speakers (experts on medaeval growing) and music from Frei 
Compagnie had been provided by private donation, so this was a big relief. 
 
The Calverley Old Hall project is proceeding well, with much of the land now designated for food 
growing and contact made with needy refugee groups who can benefit from this, and former 
allotment growers in the area willing to help with growing.  
 
Climate Matters 
 
The Scenario Planning Workshop (triggered by Feed Leeds) is still not fixed on a date, but will 
probable happen in early December. 
 
RHS 
 
• RHS Community Gardening 
 Grass Roots magazine summer edition available now https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-

involved/community-gardening/grass-roots 
 

Online resources for groups https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/community-
gardening/resources 

  

•    The Big Soup Share - Monday 7 October and Sunday 13 October 2019   
 The Big Soup Share is a chance to celebrate the work you do in your garden by harvesting 

your crops, whizzing them up into a delicious soup and sharing it out with others. Apply for a 
resource pack (or download resources) 
from https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Competitions/Big-Soup-Share   

  

•   Community Free Day at RHS Garden Harlow Carr – Tuesday 1st October 2019 
 A chance to visit the gardens for free 
  

• Back to Nature Cards designed by HRH Duchess of Cambridge and RHS 
 Simple kids activities to consider https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-chelsea-flower-

show/news/2019/duchess-designs-rhs-garden   
  
Food Growing Conference 
 
Sue noted that there is still a shortage of resources and expertise for groups wanting to grow, not to 
mention food for people in poverty now, never mind after Brexit and/or a climate crisis. She 
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suggested the time had come for a big Dig for Victory-type event to encourage people to grow, to 
share advice on how to grow, how to build raiseed beds etc. Feed Leeds exists to facilitate this on a 
daily basis and also to create larger events when we can, so we resolved to consider such an event, 
based perhaps on the Leeds Summat, but all about food and growing, with stalls from all our 
members and other useful groups, and talks on everything from global food risks to composting. This 
would ideally happen in January so that people will have time to make plans before the growing 
season started. Sue suggested that the Corn Exchange would make a good venue (nice historic 
message) and Tom has since wondered 1) if this could also be the Feed Leeds AGM, at which he will 
bow out as chair, and 2) whether this could be co-managed with Leeds 2023 and 3) whether this 
would be a good name: 
 

   "Sprouts!"_  
 
Next Meeting:  
 
We're back at Further North for Potting Shed Drinks at 8pm on 17th Oct. 
 
The next GM will be on Monday 21st Oct, 12 noon, at the West Leeds Activity Centre Lenhurst Ave, 
Leeds LS12 2RE, with a tour of Growing Better's hydroponic facility and the allotment site from 11. 
 

Bring food! 

http://growingbetter.mystrikingly.com/

