
 
 

Feed Leeds Minutes: May 20th 2019 – Nunroyd Rd 
  
Present: Tom Bliss (Chair and minutes), Sonja Woodcock (Leeds Food Partnership), Paul Ackroyd 
(former Manager LCC The Arium), Sarah Priestley (Chapel Allerton in Bloom / Leeds 2023), Katie 
Greaves (Back to Front / Harehills in Bloom), Ian Cockerham (Allerton Grange Fields), Shaf Ghafiri 
(Belleaf). 
 
Apologies: Sue Ottley-Hughes (Stank Hall Barn), Rosie Atkins (LESSN and Kirkstall Valley Farm), Rob 
Moores (Secretary), Marie-Pierre Dupont (REAP and LCC Housing), Camille Thomas (Space 2), Ben 
Fenton (Orchard Project), Becky Mears (Season Well, IE Guisely), Dorota Hajdukiewicz (Growing 
Better). 
 
FoodWise Leeds / Leeds Food Partnership 
 
The Bronze application went in on time, thanks to a massive effort from Sonja and the rest of the 
team. We expect a decision any minute.  
 
A note from the Chair 
 
If we do get this award, it will be a ringing endorsement of the long journey from that first meeting 
at Farnley Hall on the 14th of December 2011 (thanks to John Preston and Paul Ackroyd for helping 
to make that happen).  
 
This has taken us through the process of establishing Feed Leeds (special thanks to Chiara for the 
huge boost that her Urban Food Justice research brought to the early years), becoming independent 
of the council while maintaining that vital productive link, separating out the food growing and 
strategic strands into the Potting Shed and Think Tank, lobbying for a new food policy, winning and 
conducting the Leeds Food Audit, bringing high level research back into the mix thanks to Les, 
proving the need for and then creating the Leeds Food Partnership, securing funding for Sonja's post, 
then finally managing the massive task of bringing the Leeds story up to the standard of most other 
UK cities - which has included major tasks like setting up Leeds Rotters - so that we could submit a 
really strong application. 
 
Sonja joined us about a third of the way through that journey, but from day one she has worked 
tirelessly and hugely effectively - far beyond her job description even when it was secured. Emma 
also deserves massive praise and thanks for working hard and long on this, often through major 
challenges. Nigel, Andy and many others have made vital contributions over time - as of course has 
everyone who works in this field across our network. 
 
But if Leeds does become a for Sustainable Food Cities Bronze Award Holder soon, we can't rest on 
our laurels. This is just the start of an even bigger and more exiting journey to Silver and beyond.  
 
So far only London, Bristol and Brighton and Hove hold Silver, but Leeds is already a long way down 
that road. This said, it's not really the awards that matter - though they do open doors and bring in 
key people and organisations who would otherwise have remained strangers. It's the energy and 
innovation that the awards represent that makes the difference to how we grow and consume food, 
and so creates a healthier, fairer and more sustainable society.  
 
And Feed Leeds is at the very heart of it all. Time to step it up another gear (assuming, of course, that 
we do win the award... ;-) !! 

http://sustainablefoodcities.org/awards/awardwinners
http://sustainablefoodcities.org/awards/awardwinners


 
Growing Better 
 
Growing Better has moved back into the shipping container at West Leeds Activity Centre, and is 
now being run by Dorota and her partner, with Rob no longer involved. They began to launch a new 
crowdfunding campaign (which you may have seen on social media), but they have decided to hold 
on this until they have done some key preparation work. 
 
Leeds Rotters 
 
Katie asked if someone from Leeds Rotters could visit Shine to advise on their compost bin which is 
putrid and in dire need of attention. Tom to ask Mark or Paul if they would be willing. 
 
The four FL committee members present signed the Co-management Agreement. Four non-
committee members of the still-unofficial Leeds Rotters group will need to co-sign on the 8th. We 
expect to hear any day whether our funding bid has been successful.  
 
The next workshop is on Saturday 8th June 12.45pm -4pm, St Margaret’s Church, Horsforth, LS18 
5LY, Car park on right just before the church. There are only 20 places available, so apply now via the 
Leeds Rotters Facebook page. The plan is to convert 10 wheelie bins into three or four types of 
compost bins: Dalek, Hot box, Wormery and Subpod. Some will remain at the Church and some will 
go to other community projects to start a network of composting hubs. 
 
Leeds Rotters is now listed on the Doing Good in Leeds website. Also, LCC Recycle for Leeds ran a 
very successful compost workshop at The Arium. 
 
We continue to promote Sharewaste - https://sharewaste.com/. Mal in Chapel Allerton and Paul 
and Penny in Horsforth have signed up, and we have connected the two group via our 'virtual 
composting dating app 
 
All Feed Leeds projects are encouraged to visit and sign up for this excellent world-wide initiative. 
 
See flyer in the Appendix. 
 
Fork to Fork / Space2 
 
This is the 3rd and final year of funding. The gardens are now well-established with core groups but 
they are always looking for new people to join. The gardens reflect the needs of the communities 
they work with and they are working to ensure the project will be sustainable beyond the 
funding. All groups are free to attend, the work is suitable for all, and most importantly great fun! 🙂 
 

Tues 10-12  Church of Epiphany in Gipton 
Weds 10-12  ARK, Harehills 
Thurs 10-12  St Lukes Community Centre, Swarcliffe 

 
 Also: Gipton Growers 
 Mon 1-3 Space2  
 
See flyers in the Appendix. 
 
Back to Front / Harehills in Bloom 
 
Thanks to Katie for sending this report. (My notes failed me)!  
 
This project continues from strength to strength. Winter workshops have continued with Donna 
from Space2, with regular link-ups with Lemonbalm planned and another to do with HPS. They 

http://growingbetter.strikingly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/leedsrotters/
https://doinggoodleeds.org.uk/news/2019/05/02/dont-bin-food-waste,-compost-it!-201905011636/
https://twitter.com/RecycleForLeeds
https://sharewaste.com/


have launched 'Bayswater Grow' (between Bayswater Grove and Bayswater Row, geddit?) and 
transformed the area - special thanks to Richard Gill the LCC In Bloom coordinator who has 
provided invaluable help (and two spare planters), along with local Councillors support. 

  

 
 
They have also established Berkeley Community Garden, between Foundry Drive and Berkeley 
Crescent, where support from the Housing Advisory Panel has provided a gate and repairs. We 
are looking into getting CCTV. After a successful community planting day there are now fruit 
trees and berry bushes with wildflowers which we have planted there, and plans for a mural on 
substation to follow. 
 

  
 
The Ashton Play area is due for an improvement thanks to one of our group identifying just how 
busy and tired it is and looking for funding herself. It has one tree just in the corner on an area of 
council land which we discovered is under threat of felling - Tom is aiming to provide a £ value 
via UBoC's i-Tree experts in hope this may help reverse the decision. The tree is the only one in 
the area and provides a starting point and structure for future greenery inside the park/play area. 
(Katie is contacting Steve Allen at LCC too). We need to look into getting a water source close to 
the play area for the planters though! 
  
The group find it works well to run the two projects alongside each other because each can tap 
into different resources and have a different focus. They have a funding sub-committee and run a 
children's voice committee to help make sure what they do next is what local people want. 
 
They have lots of growers swapping seeds with each other at the moment and supporters with 
larger gardens kindly looking after donated trees, starting off seeds and plants for those with 
smaller spaces to grow. So far lots of strawberries, tomatoes and chillies have been donated this 
year for Back to Front growers. 
 



The next Back to Front skill building workshop is fruit tree pruning tips and tricks on Wednesday 
22nd May in partnership with Lemon Balm. Meet on the big Edgeware green space from 6pm to 
learn how to maintain the community cherry trees and get tips on pruning the other types of fruit 
trees we planted. Bring a photo of any fruit trees you have at home too and they will aim give 
advice on them too. (It was brilliant!!) 
 
The Back to Front website is not kept up to date at the moment. We are hoping to sort it this 
summer and do regular updates and share tips about small space growing on it after that. For 
now keep in touch with developments on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/backtofrontleeds/ 
 
Chapel Allerton Opportunity 
 
We've had this message on the Potting Shed group page: "Hello - I am getting on a bit - though still 
working - and can no longer keep up with my moderate-sized veg patch in Chapel Allerton. Have 
been gardening organically here for 25 years. Now looking for someone with a bit more time / 
strength / energy - perhaps to share it, as a sort of allotment? Tried to contact this group before but 
never heard back - hope someone will get in touch before planting season is over!" Sarah has replied 
on behalf of Chapel Allerton in Bloom. 
 
Chapel Allerton in Bloom 
 
The project is progressing well with veg in the 3 beds at the top of the park. Sonja has also 
seedbombed sunflowers all down the 'Donkey Trail" (the ancient path that runs south from 
Potternewton Lane, via Hall Ln - past the Edible Beds created by Feed Leeds before we even were 
Feed Leeds, which are still going strong - to Norma Hutchings Park). Sarah is aiming to have this 
recognised as a cycle route which might deliver a badly-needed maintenance budget. 
 
Leeds 2023 
 
Ruth Pitt has been appointed chair of the new 2023 trust. Sonja is meeting Ruth on Monday 20th re 
food and the festival, and Sarah is arranging a meeting for Tom re trees and climate change. (Tom and 
Ruth worked together in the 1980/90s). 
 
Grow to School  
 
Have just published a new newsletter. (Sign up here). Ama is especially keen to share the section on 
funding: 

 

 
 
There are approximately 10,000 trusts and foundations in the UK. Good news for organisations 
looking for funding. Bad news for the person tasked with finding the right one to apply to.  A 
Herculean task?    
 
Research into which trust offers what and whether you fit the criteria is definitely time well spent. 

https://www.facebook.com/backtofrontleeds/
https://mailchi.mp/cbcf79233e36/funding-special?fbclid=IwAR0TUqadlZ3uKFSL0xHsn8lytfV8xQm5AHPz4y_rB4x0q7RJq_uzmDUEIm4
https://www.growtoschool.co.uk/


Ama spends a lot of her time doing just that! Before you peruse the updated funding list below, here 
are a few pointers:  
 
A promising funding stream for us at the moment is BlueSpark Foundation, whose aim is to help 
children reach their full potential through building confidence and team working skills: core benefits 
of outdoor learning. They are a perfect funder to use to bring in external practitioners, such as us, to 
help develop outdoor learning in your school. 
  
If you're thinking of introducing or re-engaging with food growing, the funders to look at include 
Naturesave, Ernest Cook and the Yorkshire Agricultural Society.  Local community foundations often 
have suitable grants for food growing, for example, Kirklees One Community, South Yorkshire 
Community Foundation, Two Ridings Community Foundation, Leeds Community Foundation. All the 
funds mentioned can be applied to our food growing GROWBAG package of support.  If 
you're interested in involving the wider school community/parents and carers, the funding on offer 
from Tescos, Greggs and Awards for All may be suitable.  
  
Our Funding List below offers up to date information on these funding streams and many more.  If 
you're itching to get a project off the ground we can help with the funding bid, and join you in the 
rewarding journey of bringing outdoor learning/food growing to your school.  
 
Please get in touch for a telephone consultation. Contact Ama on 07710084388 or 
Grow@growtoschool.co.uk. 
 
REAP 
 
REAP launched a ‘free access water point’ on Sat 18 May at the Farmers Market with Councillor 
Mohammed Rafique, LCC’s Executive Board member for the Environment. This is part of REAP’s 
drive to combat plastic waste and reduce dependence on single use plastic. The water point allows 
you to refill your bottles rather than buy new ones and so help to reduce plastic in the environment 
and carbon emissions from manufacture and transport. REAP has received generous support from 
the Co-op’s Community Fund and works in partnership with other linked schemes such as Refill and 
local businesses offering free water on request. 
 
Kirkstall Farm 
 
The team report that a Business Plan / Expression of Interest has now been submitted. (We think 
there were two rival bids, but we don't know by whom). The final lease decision will be made after a 
presentation to Cllr Richard Lewis and officers towards end of May. The team are optimistic because 
they are offering social benefits as well as healthy veg. 
 
At a recent Kirkstall Abbey Deli market they leafletted to advertise the project and recruited about 
another 80 potential members (no £ paid, just expressions of support / interest in having veg box). 
 
The team met members of LCC Planning and FAS2 Teams on site on 30th April to discuss concerns re 
aspects of FAS2 impacts on farmland. They were open to negotiation, and seemed prepared to be 
flexible re security and wildlife concerns. LCC / FAS2 do not now propose to make the 'Home Office 
Field' into wildflower meadow or lose any Grade 1 agricultural soil. Hooray! 
 
LESSN: Growing Food and Gardening through the Curriculum. 
 
The networking event on 18th of April at Meanwood Valley Urban Farm was very successful and well 
attended, with special thanks to Luke (also FL committee) and Ben Lawson (also Bedford Fields) who 
now run the veg growing there. Following feedback. we would like to make future events much 
more hands-on now that we have the facilities to do so. We aim to meet the new farm CEO Adam 
Ogilvie (whose idea FL actually was back when he was Council lead on Environment) soon, and then 

https://www.growtoschool.co.uk/content/uploads/2017/04/Growbag-project-printable-PDF.pdf
mailto:Grow@growtoschool.co.uk


present suggestions to our other partner, LCC Heathy Schools, for discussion. Sonja to arrange a 
meeting with Adam (and Ben and Luke), Tom, Paul, Soibhan and others as required. 
 
Leeds Parks and Green Spaces Forum: Growing in Parks 
 
Tom and Paul's talk was well received, with particular interest in the brief climate change section. 
(Tom has been asked to provide a longer presentation on this). Paul has checked with Parks and 
reports that the following parks are still featuring edible display beds: Roundhay, Scatcherd 
(Morley), Middleton, Nunroyd, Horsforth, Meanwood, Wharfemeadows, Westroyd, Manston and 
Golden Acre, with Pudsey and Calverley also involving the Friends group. (Parks where growing by 
community groups might be possible appear on the Feed Leeds map).  
 
The schools competition for the edible beds at the Civic Hall continues. We'd like to see if we can 
reconnect with this - as much to promote the School Growers events as anything else.  
 
Paul to see how Feed Leeds / LESSN could usefully contribute to the Civic Hall beds competition.  
Tom to continue to promote food growing in parks via the Forum. 
 
Climate / Brexit Risks and Disaster Planning  
 
Sonja and Tom had a fruitful meeting with Professor Tim Benton et al on 13th of April, and the case 
for exploring global climate impacts at city scale ('skipping' the national scale as because of known 
risks and barriers) is now fully accepted within the group, and others researchers are being 
recruited. This research will be included in the existing Climate Commission resilience research 
project, with funding now being sought from iCASP and Priestley for a scenario planning workshop in 
September. This is a new field which is substantially enabled by Leeds' unique Road Map to zero 
carbon, and the presence of so many IPCC lead authors, all of whom we know well (including Tim), in 
Leeds. The outcomes should provide a blueprint of other UK cities, and perhaps others around the 
world, and they are likely to include a major enabling of local / community food growing as being 
one of the few resilience measures available to Local Authorities. 
 
Paul reported that climate change is now a core element in the Quality Parks initiative, so climate 
impacts (such as tree preservation and new planting) will increasingly be factors in how parks are 
funded and managed. 
 
The Orchard Project 
 
There are two new workshops coming up, 'Orchard Tree Care focusing on pests and diseases', and 
'Summer Pruning' see The Orchard Project website for more info.  
 
The Orchard Project has had a 40% reduction in the West Yorkshire area funding from Heineken, and 
this has led to a slight shift in focus. Project Manager Ben Fenton will be focusing on the delivery of 
training, supporting existing orchards and spending one day a week fundraising. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/orchard-tree-care-pests-and-diseases-west-yorkshire-
tickets-61646218499  
 
Belleaf New Community Food Project in Belle Isle) 
 
Paul's research has uncovered that LCC had invited local people to suggest possible uses for this site 
back in 2014, but nothing to date has been done there. This offers hope that a strong project could 
stand a good chance of success. The meetings Paul set up for Shaf have proved very useful, 
especially the one with Cllr Blake, which has led to a planned meeting with BITMO who manage the 
site. Shaff has is developing his plant nursery and has now recruited one person to his group, who he 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/orchard-tree-care-pests-and-diseases-west-yorkshire-tickets-61646218499
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/orchard-tree-care-pests-and-diseases-west-yorkshire-tickets-61646218499


spotted growing sweetcorn in his garden!  Tom has introduced Shaf to Sue who has agreed to 
provide further moral support and advice.  
 
Allerton Grange Fields 
 
This is now being run by Ian Cockerham and David Strode, who are keen to open up the project to 
new uses and new collaborations on a co-operative model. The park is very new so is, to an extent, a 
blank canvas with more scope than older parks. There are already raised veg beds and fruit trees, 
and a strong ambition to do more food growing. Some functions of the park such as sports use, dog 
walking, wildflower meadow and orchard are going well, others have fared less well. Ian and David 
are working with the two schools next door (Allerton Grange and Moor Allerton Primary) to find 
uses - we will aim to recruit especially from these for the next LESSN event). Some land is being lost 
to a new access road, but there is still a lot available. Any growers in the area, or schemes looking for 
land nearby to contact Ian (or Tom). We suggested that Ian should advertise for volunteers in North 
Leeds Life, and he mentioned a 'letter from the park' that he has composed, which could be 
published there - see appendix. 
 
It's vital that this park flourishes lest it fall prey to developers, as much green space in the area has 
already done. 
 
Hollin Lane Allotments 
 
The next Plant Sale is on Sunday, 9th June - off Hollin Drive LS16 5NE, next to the Meanwood Valley 
Trail.  
 
There will be lots of veg seedlings, herbs, ornamentals, and useful garden stuff on sale and a tool 
sharpening service, not to mention delicious home made refreshments.  
 
Gates open at 11:00. Everyone welcome. 
 

 



 
Friends of Stank Hall Barn 
 
The group's work continues. Anyone interesting in helping, please contact Sue. 
 
Community Outreach 
 
We have had no volunteers willing to organise a Feed Leeds stall at events this summer (the core 
team do not have the capacity). Anyone willing to make bookings and/or 'person' a stall please get in 
touch. 
 
Next Meeting:  
 
The next Potting Shed Drinks will be at Further North on the 20th of June, 8 pm (no room booking, 
just a drink). 
 
The next General Meeting will be at The Reginald Centre Chapeltown Rd, Leeds, LS7 3EX at 9.30 
am on Monday the 24th of June. Thanks to Sarah for booking. 



 

 

 

Leeds Rotters 

 
 

Do you want to be part of an exciting pilot 

project to get community composting 

started in Leeds? 

 

Take part in a workshop to learn how to  

convert damaged wheelie bins into  

different types of composters. 

 

Opportunities to take a composter back to your 

community to encourage people to compost 

their food waste. 

 

Saturday 8th June 12.45pm -4pm 

St Margaret’s Church, Horsforth, LS18 5LY 

Car park on right just before the church 
 

Only 20 places available, apply now via  

Leeds Rotters Facebook page 

 

What a Wheelie Good Idea! 
 

 



FRIENDS OF ALLERTON GRANGE FIELD 
 

Postcodes:  LS17 6SB, LS17 6QR, LS17 6QS, LS17 6PP which is a lot of postcodes for a field without 
even a single letter box! 
 

Dear neighbour 
 

This is possibly the first time you have received a letter from a field. Indeed, I'm not that accustomed to 
sending out letters, but since we are neighbours I think we need to get a few things straight. 
 
The field at the back of your modest garden (me) is always going to be under threat. Living with a field at 
the back of you can be 1 a delight but 2 a worry. 
 
In the wrong hands such a green space could become:  
 

A a car park for expanding schools 
B a fabulously well-equipped dog toilet  
C a new housing estate 
D a filling station and car wash  
E a mini shopping mall  
F an overgrown mess of wild land 
G a public house with late licensing 
H a no-go area where undesirable elements congregate and drink lemonade, throwing the glass bottles 
and cans *anywhere* 
 
There are about 18 houses on my boundary and I need you to be my eyes and ears. Please. 
 
I need you to help my small team of volunteers to keep careful watch and to call in anything you're not 
happy about. By this I mean if you are very concerned then dialling 999 is not out of the question. Or just to 
phone another neighbour and decide together what is appropriate. 
 
Above all, I need you to take on ONE small responsibility for some aspect of what is a fantastic green 
resource. We have litter pickers but we need someone to let them know when we are planning a pick.  
 
That could be you!  
 
We need people to walk their dogs along the path and take note of whom if anyone that isn't picking up 
after their huge and full doggy. I find myself praying for rain sometimes so I can once again get clean. 
 
We need people to look out over their back fence or hedge at dawn and dusk and be aware of the women, 
children, and elderly people who walk through it, or the youngsters who play on the field itself. It's a safe 
space because there are people watching, and because I'm a nice, open sort of field. 

But imagine if I became derelict and overgrown! 
 
Above all we need you to use the field. You might like to grow vegetables in our “cut and come again” 
garden; you might like to plant something that you don't have room for in your garden, in my flower beds.  
 
You might take it upon yourself to phone up the council should the chappies with the mowers prove a bit 
slow in keeping up with the 13 cuts a year (during the season) my grass needs to keep me looking smart. 
 
And when we do our litter picks, we won't turn you away. Invite your friends? 
 
Love, Peace, Blessings, Fresh Air and Sunshine to you all 
 

Your Neighbourhood Field. 
 
 

Contact:  iancockerham@yahoo.com / stroded61@gmail.com 

Text messages only: 07849716572 (not 24 hours) 
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